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In the years past the term "preschooiérs" meant ch11dren who ‘_
stayed at heme unt11 ‘they entered school. For‘fhose few chi]Qréﬁ whose
mothers wa?kedsﬂhtéide the home, a maid, reTat1ve or ne1ghbar prav1deé -
child care QQ an§1nd1viduaT basis within a home-setting. Times have
changed Dﬁring fﬁé 1970's, mDPEaDrESChDDTEFS than ever before we;e
in grcuﬁgéhiid caréﬂﬁettings; Ceﬁb1ne dramat1c 1ncrease in the number

¢

of work1ng muthers and the demonstrated value of early education and* the ’

A=

prov131anqof state and fedéré}ﬂy sqpportﬁd programs for 5e1ected groups
‘£1x, and you will have an even 1arger number of children in child care
;k%ettings during. the 1980's. - - |
. In 1965, only 35 percent of the working mothers had preschval chil-

dren. Most mothers, in other words, waited until £heir children were
older before they went to work. By 1976, the figure had increased to
49 perﬁéht (Womens Bureau, 1977). As Table illustrates, there has
been a dramatic increase in the number of working mothers of ch11dren under
the age of three as- well as thhers of children who are three to five years
of age. These\figures reflect information available only thfough 1978.
Caﬂsiderfﬁg:ghe general economic condition today, there is ]%tt]e doubt

that the 1980 figures will be evem higher.
kL

s )
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Rate' of Increase af'ycﬁgiﬁg Mothers* "_ R »élf‘é’{i

¥

i

Swent 27% . 38y
© 1976 | TR

978 | 37y 50%

“Increase {1971-1978) - 10% 12% - T

B . ' A S
198@'5 - N ¥ ? - . - N ?

*Figufes taken from Women's Bureau,.1977, Fertility of American Women, 1978.
. ' : - ’ ' ‘ .
The number ofAj§§H§ chf?dreﬁ in both public child care (Day C%ré'ahd

Head Start) and pfrivate child care CEﬁ}efS:ﬁ%Sijncreésedgb fn.addixkun, ’

many young children now attenﬂ ﬁubT%c schools in specié1 prcgramsfsuch

as EarlyZChi1dhaad Programs for the Handicapped or Bilinglal and Migrant

Programs for four and five-year-olds. The avéi1abi1ity of Speciai.proﬁ

grams and the increése iﬁ the number of working mothers will result in

more yaung:chi1dreﬁ being cared for and receiving instruction in centerser
and sch§g1s; -
The total number of children in thé birth to 5i£ age group wiTl§

. increase during the 1980's. If thexbirth rate should increaée, the number
of births will be much higher. The following graph reproduced from
"Demographics of the 1980's" by Reynolds, Robey, and Russell (American
Demoéraphics, Jan. 1980, §§15) illustrates projected changeshin age groups *
over the next ten years. Differepces in birth to 14 groups are shown
for fertility rales‘of 1.7 (Series }II) 2.1 (Series 11), and 2.7 (Series I).
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These facts lead ta one canc]usian= !ihe:; will be ar substantial
L Y

increase in the number ‘of prESEhbD1 chilgren attending some tYype of

child care program du?ing the 1980° s. Personnel 5erv1ng these ;h11dren

w111 need media, materials and train1ng . .
| Preschool prcgrams are qu1te d1fferent frgm the trad1t1ona1 elemen-
tary and- secondary educat1ana1 programs in wh1ch workbooks, paper and

. pencil are the mennstaﬁ and a class of 20 to 30 students use the Same
textbbok. A varjety QF media and mater1a1s are used by and\uath young
children, A]thaugh child deve'lepment tex?sﬁnd jguf*nal artn:]gs often
list or descr1be mater1a1§ﬂ 11tt1e data 1$ available on the types ﬂf
madia and materials used by preschool persaﬁne1 or the types of materiafs
that- are desi%ed; sreschégi'teachers are knowrs for their creativity ih
t?e:making of their own classroom méteriaTsQ Is this out of necessity,
because needed-materia?s %re%nat gommerciaﬂ1y avai]abTe = or is it by~
choice? What kind Df mater1a1s do they present?y purchase or plan to
purcbase? If given a choice, yLu]d ;eacbers buy or make an item? - . ®

% -3%5 address the'se points and other related questions, a surve; was
canngted in six Texas 51;25 representing a camb1nat1on of urban and )
rurad arfas and gérv1ng Anglo, Mexican pmerican,. and %ﬁack popu]atTons

- A1l si tes serve three to five-year-old children, with some sites: providing

. : [ o .
f/lafter school care for ch11dren through age twelve. A tcta] of 95 persaﬂs

\\ responded to the GUEStiDhﬂa1FE 1ﬂc1ud1nq 61 classroom teachers and 34
adminfst%afors (Superv%§e+y, center directors, etc.). Sltes répresented

Co and thé areas served included:

! 1_; Amarillo - located in the northern Panhandle area of Texas,

<« | serving a small urban area (150,000) and surrounding rural areas.
AR . E :

*




"2, Plainview =+ located tn North Central Texas and serving. a rural

. T v ¢ . . » . -

S _ 1
area; i ;

ﬁl’l§an Harcas - lccated 1n the CentraTgFexas area, serv1ng a

| . f .

7 ’ rural’ ‘area of smalT towns undeﬁ 20, DOO .o

-
= 4

4, San Anton1a - a 1arge urban area in Central Texas, .
5. Hacﬂgdoches/Eeaumcnt bath cf which are lacated in Eaﬂt Texas, .

‘and 1nc1ude one small c1ty (less than 100, DDD) nd many rural

_—

'Eammun1t1es,

. - - . s X

. . “The survey que5;1pnna1re (see Appendix A) was designed to address

. . .

the- ﬁo110w1ng major quest1ons

1. Who se‘lects and’ bu(y mawﬂs?é . S L e

‘ - 2. How much money is spent on mater1ais? ;
3. What types of med1a and mater1a1s are current1y used?

4, Hﬂw do personnel find out about materials?

“ 5. What types of medfa and materials are needed, in the future?
Responses to these-questions and others aregéummari;ed in the

following sections: ; ,

fWho selects and buys mater1315? N ’ I

—

! N

Everyone in preschog1 prqgram seems to have a hng in :ffécting . j‘wif
,matﬁﬁah, 1nc1ud1ng d1r:gg&_ors and supeﬁ'ﬁ‘brs as yell as \‘Eeacherg

and a1dss Actua7 pUTchases are made by d1rect0rs and other® adm1n-

~ istrators. "In add1t1an to center or schoo1 purchases, 1nd1v1dua1
R 4 ’ » . o
" teachers and administrators make persona1 purchasesge . X‘ “

by

T A

-

How much morrey. is spent on materials? .,
_MUCh morrey en’ mat , . ‘

S

Seventy-nine persohs respgnded to the question of how much money
-11, . - . | \\
-5-

‘ -
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* was spent by the center or school for eac clasgroom éver-the past
twelve months. Thirty-twé (32) percent estimated a per=c1éssraom

)
rexpenditure af over 5500 twenty-six pegfent spent $3DD and twenty-fnur

pgreeht spent Qetween $100 and $300. The remaindet (eighteen'pEﬁcent) "

estimated a per classroom expenditure of less than $100. Tﬁqsé who

did not respond wé?g'c1assrccm'aides or teachers who said they had

*

no idea how much.had been spent. A1l of the administratqrs (N=34)
‘answered thi} question, and genera11j'5tated higher figures than did

the teachers. In view of the responses, it isrsafe to eonclude that the

F "

-
\ﬁ
y

per=classroom expagditure averages over $300.:
Eighty fiyerpersaqs pravide& an estimate of their per-month
- ) ‘ i
individual expénditurés_ Over half the gr@up spend at least $1D per

month and twenty five ﬂércent spend over $20 per month.- Th1§ 1nd1cates

that an additiopal $100 plus is @Ften spewf on cTassrnﬂm materials.

%

What types of media and materials .are current1y used?.

Use and purchase are ﬂDt necessar:1y synonymous. Sometimes media

-

andﬁnater1a1s are’berrawedihespec1a11y high-cost. items. Respondents
 were given a list of types of mater1a15 (v1de@tapes, movies, pictures,
games , etc.) and were asked’ firstftq check items u;ed Sinceithe previous

- <June. Theniespgndants were asked, whether the items were cerﬁter—purchaséd,'
ne . . ;

" s ) . .
personally-purchased, or borrowed. There was a very clear and consistent
. division between typé§ of media and materials which were used on a

N

: . . ' ”
limited basi;; versus tHose types which were used extensively.

Py
Limited use media and materials

Videotapes, movies, filmstrips and®*s1ides, transparéncﬁes, and -



’\ 1} . i_’i_

, A
oy aud(otapes were usedgan 2 11m1ted bas1s Y.e by 1ess than a third of
e ‘ the totaT graup of 95 respandants.g
. ~
Videotapes\were se1dam used - 0n1jfthree persons (a Eeard1natgr ang
two ‘head teachers} reported using: videotapes. The videotapes,
7 borrowed from M Resource Center, were used for staff training; not -
! L fer ch11d 1nstruction. \ y p
F } i ) ' 3 V
- ,XSP © Movies were used 1nfrequent1y- DnTy 22 perSpni reparted- using
T ., Movies. In‘three of the sites, administrator® used movies for .

- " staff training only. In"a fourth site (San Antcnﬁo) a few teachers

- (N=6) used movies in the classroom. These teachers have access

- to a well-stocked Resource _Room as well as to a- pub11c library

" which Toans out movies. VA ‘

Filmstrips and sTides - F11m5tF1p§ and s1ides fared a little better
They wEre 'used by 21 administrators for staff ‘training and 19.

". teachers’ in the classrodm. Of.the 40 reggrted users, 21 purchased

or. ordered and the others borrowed the :

Transparanc1es - S%xteen (16) respcndents rep rted us1ng transpar-
anches. Aga1n, thits was pr1mar11y for staff{training,

P

. © Augoitapes - These“ere reparted as used by only 10 persons, half
of/ whom were administrators. Audiotapes usually.accompany film-
strips and slides (reported as be1n used by 40 persons) yet, only
10 persnns reported using aud1d s. The possibiTity exists that
respondents did not ynderstand th term and perhaps the response

.would have been different if "tape recoﬂd1ngs" or "cassette-tapes"
had been used. = :
Table 3 summarizes reported use of the different types of media.
L : Table 3: Limited Use Media - *
Media Type _  Teachers. ~Administrators
) Videctapéﬁ : ' “ . 3
Movies 6 , o, 16
i “Filmstrips/S1ides ‘ 19 : 21"
Transparancies ; | 5 ; 17




*Videatapgs, maVies fi]mstrips, s1ides transparancies and aud1a-

‘l tapes share a’ common dennmfngtur They ;'I'I require equ*ipment, expensive,

M bregkab1e equ1pmenti Preschool ;jaésracms or centers usually do not
. ‘have such ééuiﬁmeni repdily a#;%?ab]e. Breakage is also a considera-

* -, tion.: For example, in one location, cassette tape recorders.are no :

longer purc%ased from cenfér budgets. The recorders were easily @réken _
by children or else disappeared. ‘Less mobile record players and records
are used instead of audiocassettes.

Will thg avaiTab111ty of such equ1pment change? Probably na;
. lTh is type nf equ1pmen£i1s expensive to purchaSé and upkeep ‘is high'.
Currently available MDV1ES,;Y1dEDS, filmstrips, etc. are not designed to
hold the attentioniéf veryryauﬁg children who sit stili Far anTj short
.- time perigds; Also, young children 1earn best throdgh act1ve 1nvg1ve-

ment - - teuching, ho1d1n§, moving, and doing, rather than 51tt1ng.

Children themselves, as well as teachers, who have been tdught that children N

*

Tearn fhrcugh involvement, negate ‘a substantial increase in using this
type of media. |
B Movies and videos are used for staff training. A need for better
- quality training media and ﬁ%re selection> was stated by several admin-
¥ “istrators resﬁoaéibie for staff development- However, training media .
Ymust bg;carefu11y dES}Qﬂéd if it is tggbe successful, and media is not
a Suéstitute for direct Eraining;

Frequent-use media and materials

Other types of media and materials are used very frequently. In

&

fact the following types were reported as used by 100 percent of the

respondents: storybooks, games, manipulatives (puzzles, blocks, etc.),
k . o \

*




\% -
tays_(dQTIS; wagdﬁsgletc.)i These maferials wére Purchased]lr centers,

purchased by 1ndiyiduals, and ba%reweﬂ from reéqﬁfce rooms or libraries.

Posters and pictures were used by more than seventy five percent of the

respondants.’

L ST ’ A ! '
Activity Egcgs and professional books were used by slightly more than
fifty percent.

-~

. Workbooks and dittos Qeraaused by only twéhty—five percent of the
. ) ' ¢ . - .
respondents. " This iﬁc]uded the seven teachers responstble for after-
school or summer care of six-to-twelve-year-olds and twelve teachers
7 *' 3 .

of kinéeréarten children.

Hhétwdp preschool staff personally pyrchase?

Personal purchases were highest for the following: storybooks,
professional books, activity books, aﬁd toys. Over half the respondants
buy these items with their own mcnégf Games,teaching pictures,
posters, and records were purchased by 30 percent or more of the
respondents. Less than 25 percent spent their own money for workbaoks :

,

and manipulatives,

How do you find out about or order materials? :

1

In elementray and secondary schools, textbooks or curricula
programs are reviewed by textbook committees and purchase en masse for a
schobi district or state. This type of system does not operate for pre-
school programs. Preschool persénmgi purchase commercial materials on a
more individualized basis.

* Worshops, catalogs, and displays at meetings or conyentions are.

xé,eany the pripary sources of information. Local toy stores and local



-

2 ® ’ v

. ' 4 " . . .

educationd] stores, as well as advertisements were cited as information gy
r .= )

spurces for more than 30 percent of the respondents. Informatior

.sources are 1llustratéd in Figure 1,

-1

-:;' . .

_—

14
Figure 1

Hew Do You Find Out About or Order Materials? *
- (Respondants N=92)

75%

- 60%

50 . S2%

404 41 ' /
15 o )

io - 33%

161 ' 16%

Local Toy Lecal Educa- Catalegs Salesmen Advertise- = Workshops  Displays  Otner
Stores ticnal Stores ments
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A related question was "Do you receive catalogs and if so, from

what companies?" Fifty three of the 82 respondents question checked

receiving catalogs from publishers. However, when asked to name a

publisher, only 26 persons could do so, and this included naming of

magazines and journals. Publishers identified by name and the actual

(%

number of times named are shown in Figure

1
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Future Purchases

Sevgra1 questions were asked related to future purchases and pref-
erences. ane set of questions dealt with time versus money investment.
Storybooks are used dai1ylby all preschool teachers, therefore a question
was asked related to desired illustrations. Finally, respondants were
ésked to identify specific types of child-use and teacher-use items they

would like in the future.

Time versus Money

Preschool teachers, often sperd time making their own materials. In
t>éiﬁfﬂg workshops, they will stay overtime to copy ideas for making
materials and they usually ask for handouts on how to make materials.

Some professionals are critical of teacher-made materials and con-
sider making materials a waste of time, money and effort. Some of
?hese criticism are justified. However, there are also certain ad-
vantages. MWhen teachers invest their own time and energy into making a
material, the material is used. The material often is individualized,
intended for teaching a specific concept or for a certain child. The
material serves a purpose for which a commerical item is unavailable
or too expensive. Three questions were asked related to teacher con-
structed materials:

"Approximately how much time do you spend each week on making
classroom materials?" Most (80%) of the teachers responded to this
question, but only 60% of the administrators responded. Teachers
who did not respond were primarily those rgsnons‘ble for the care of

infants, thus, the question was not particularly relevant to them.




Responses are shown in Table 4. B oy .
Table 4 !
No. of Hours No. ‘:HF;,E”’;"-"i }f;rﬁnsﬁ;
1 -4 34 (Ingii 13 agm%nistrators)
5-10 33
Over 10 4
No response 24 (13 administrators; 11 teachers)

Two questions with alternative answers were related to making
materials and preferred use of purchasing dollars. The guestions asked
and the choice alternatives were:

1. If you had $5 to spend, would you: (circle one)

a. Buy a book of 50 pictures to cut out, color and make
into picture cards?

b. Buy.one set of 10 black and white picture cards to
color yourself?

- Cc. Buy one set of 5 picture cards 1in color?
2. If you had $1§§to spend, would you: (circle one)

a. Buy 2 ready-made hand puppets

b. Buy puppét—printed fabric for 8 puppets and sew them
together yourself?

From tig responses shown in Figure 3, it is obvious that both
teachers and administrators would choose to spend time making or com-
pleting ;ﬂ itemiin order to get more for their money. Eighty two (82)

percent would make their own picture cards and 92 percent would sew up

puppets.




Figure 3

“Making” versus "Buying" ’

1f you had §5 to spend: ‘1f you had 310 to spend:

100

15 i

i

i

1

]

|

i

7 N
| — .

I | 7 8%

S |

E
!
|

k. B0 pictures, E. 10 pictures C. 5 colored - ready made E. § printed puppets
cut outs & color pictures, uppets ) to sew
color cards ‘

R o] M‘J

There are several possible interpretations to this overwhelmingly
consistent respéﬂse. Dollars are always limited and many materials are
needed for preschoolers. Economics alone may be the reason that over
90 percent are willing to spend their time to have more material. However,
there may be other reasons also. Preschool teachers are usually quite
creative and innovative,; Perhaps those who choose to work with young
children have an intefnal desire to add their own creativity or individual

touch to the materials they use.

-14-
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Illustrations

storytelling is daily activity in eQery preschool classroom. There-

f 3
fore the following specific question was asked about StD §bouk5. What
type of illustrations or pictures do your children like best?
nespondents definitely preferred color to black and white.

} B )
Realistic illustrations were preferred to abstract illustrations.
Photograuvhs were follawed in oraer of preference by carzoons and simple
line drawings. Detailed drawings were least preferred, with detail
preferrad primarily by those who work with school age children in after
schoo! programs,

The comparison of preference for cartoons and non-preference for
ddta1) is interesting when one considers the types of children': books
whiche appear to be high-sales items. For example. illustrations in
Dr. Seuss books and are verv detailed and cartoon-types. Teachers
were divided in discussing these illustrations and whether,children
actually preferred them. This is an area in which research is needed
to determine preferences as well as instructional value. Eighty four

S
pereens respoouew to tois item. Tnis was not a forced choice item. ,
T.e., ponaents could check as many cateqories as they wished
Jr.le one person cnec- g oatl cateqories. However, this data would be
more defiritive if specific examples of aach cateaory were aiven and
respondents cequired to choose hetween tunes of i)lustrations. Table 5
THOWL tre RISAEN-T
Table & .
= Fg'-‘ﬂi.
Lnaracteristics No. of Re ponses
Color 84
Black and white 7
Realistic 50
Abstract 7
Photos . 56
Cartoons 51i
Ty Simple line drawings 25
Detailed drawings 10
ERIC 15
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S{Futu}gr?grchaseg |
o O Purchases can bebcategorized as child-dse and teachersuse items.
| Qu ues tions were asked related td both areas of future needs. Future
purcha%es for child-uge mater1a?5 were similar but not 1dent1ca1 to
current frequently-used items. Table 6 shows, in rank-order of pre=
ference, what the 82 respradents to this part of the survey would
like to buy. ‘ . .
— Table 6 )
. ﬁgte;iaigi P Tjjeé Checked
Storyvbooks 82
Toys . " | 8
“ 7 .
" Gameg 74
- Records x 8 . 67
H;nipuﬂatives»g i i \K 65
P1Etures . - 65
uarkb#k; " 39
Information Dnrd551red t;achers se items is not as d9f1n1t1Ve
Possible matgriaTS for teac'ers were %?StEQ'in a.more complex manner,
combining téﬁiiz or c@éteﬁt and format in a matrix. Many respondents
d1d rot complete this section of the Sugﬁey, or checked all itéms or
gﬁzwered in a unique manner. This part of thé’QUé;tiana{re wa's
simplified after the first two administrations. gbtained data was not
the same for all gf@upg; Therefore, respon s have been qrouped 1n
with approximate percentages of responses shown. The following t@picg
are of concern to at least seventy five percent of those recponding:

Farent Involvement; Language Development; Languag? Activities; Art

Activities; Science Activities; Learning Centers; Handicalled Children

and Music Activities. Other topics £hecked by at least one-half the

LR - ;
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i ’ ( st s, E

group iﬂcludédz ‘Dusdoor Activities, Health and gafety, Ch;ld Develop-

#

ment, C]anfl‘DDm Management, Pre-Math Agt1v1t1e;, and Pre- Readmg Activities.

r/ ' Y Prcﬂferred Fdr‘mat Jaried in relation to tht; topic or the‘ pamtmn of
A
* the person FEEDQné1ng SuperVTSQrs, directors and others rengn51bTey

for tr‘dﬂﬂﬂg WOou 1 d 1m]ude fﬂg trips, slides and audiotapes as well

as rﬁﬁwe n f-‘uture gumhaﬁ} Teachers prefer books and pamphlets and
L

admfmgtratm‘f aT‘sa Cﬁgqu pamph]@t; and books as materials they wouwld

F

P

purchase, -

W,

.
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SUMARY 'E 1

Preschool personnel (61 teache~s and 34 admingstrators, i.e.,

directcﬁg, supervisors, coordinators) from six locations throughout -
Texas were surveyed in order to describe the types of matkrials pur-
chased and desired for preschool settirgs. On a yearly basis aporoxi-

i

“mately $300 is spent. per classroom, and individual teachers personally

1

purchase about $100 of additional materials. Purchases are made pri-

marily on the basis of items seen:in training workshops cr displays,
L T
lTocal stores, and catalogs. Yet, few respcndents receive catalogs
N .
from publishers. Audic visual materials (videotapes, movies, film-
¢ &

_ , ] , . Y . A
$trips and slides) are not high-purchase items. When used, they are mosé1y
borrowed for staff training rather t%an for child instruction. Story-

books, manipulatives, toys, and gémes are very high purchase items' ¢.
PEE ;

[

(100").

£y

4

In terms of future purchases, st@éybaaks, manipulatives, games,
toys, records and pictures are desired. Preferred illustrations are
photographs or realistic, SimDTgﬁ]iﬁé drawings or cartoons in color.
Well pver half Of this group spend‘mére than five hours of personal

=

. , o ’ ;
tgﬁéféach week in making materials. If given alchoice, respondents

woulld buy items which require some preparatioﬂ<ﬁimé but provide greater
S 4 i
quantity rather than a smaller number of eompleted items. For their

Py

. e . .. B T - . s
own 1nformation and training, respondents are Tntegested in the topics

T

-
)

of parent involvement; lganquage development and activities; activiti
; \ 7

. . . 1 .

noart, scienin oand mus ke, and handicapped children.

210 o
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. shat types of paterials have you used in your classroos or Centery B
';'i-. . {Below - creck itefis used ir Yefit cciumn) :
Hin gr where 0id you gel the materials
A, D12 cz. perserally Buy the material? . '
g e fsnrt,er 6r schon? buy the meteriall
. I g \C\J berrow the material from the Library or hestarce Roum?
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